The Turks in Hungary.
The concealment of his death from the army, ensured by the tmly Turkish expedient of the murder of the physician who attended him, averted the disgrace which would have attached to the Ottoman arms by the abandonment of the siege, and sealed the fate of Zriny and his companions. The Turks repaired Sigeth and put a garrison into it, and the grand army left Hungary to meet the new emperor, Sal^m II.
The war continued, after a desultory fashion, for two years more. In 1568 Maximilian and Salim agreed to a truce for eight years ,on the basis of uti possidetis, Maximilian to pay the tribute for his half of Hungary, and moreover to pay up all arrears.
After the conclusion of this truce there was a long interval of peace between the German and Ottoman empires, for the truce was renewed in 1575 and again in 1583. Yet the petty war of surprises and raids, in which the Turks took such delight, was kepfc up fitfully in the debateable ground which lay along the ill-defined frontiers of both empires. The articles of the truce always stipulate that persons who may have paid taxes to the tax-collectors of one empire, should not be required to pay them to those of the other. The state of affairs along the frontier indeed much resembled that obtaining on the borders of England and Scotland during the reigns of the Plantagenet kings. The Turkish province of Hungary extended along both banks of the Danube to a point between Gran and Raab ;. comprising about one-third of the . kingdom. It was bounded on the east by ifhe principality of Transylvania which was governed by a native prince elected by the assembly of nobles, subject to the confirmation of the election by the Sultfin. But, whenever war broke out, the Emperor of Germany used also to lay claim to the suzerainty of Transylvania, and between the Germans and the Turks, and the conflicting claims of rival pretenders to the dignity of Prince, the country had a troubled time of it. It was continually ravaged by the Turkish and Tartar armies in the guise sometimes of friends, sometimes of foes. The Hungarian nation itself was cruelly circumstanced, its high spirited nobles hated both the Turkish and Austrian despotisms and could only find a refuge from o&e in the other. A large party of the Magyars were Protestants, who were bitterly persecuted by the Austrian Jesuits, while under the rule of the Turks they enjoyed a share of the. contemptuous toleration afforded by the Ottomans to all Christian sects. "
In race, and in their habits of life, there was a strong affinity between the Magyars, and their Turkish conquerors. The Osmanlis classed the Majlr (Magyar) with the SaklAv (Sclavonians) among oriental nations, and did not include them among? the hateful Farang. The Hungarian resembled the Turk in his horsemanship, hi; mode of fighting, his arms and even his dress. The